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Theorem 3.2 (on page 773) states that the set (Xτ )Q of characters which satisfy the Bowditch
Q-conditions is an open subset of the relative character variety Xτ , and Theorem 2.3 (on
page 768) states that the mapping class group MCG acts properly discontinuously on (Xτ )Q.
We claimed on page 768 (immediately after Proposition 2.4) that it is easy to deduce from
Proposition 2.4 that (Xτ )Q (resp. XQ) is the largest open subset of Xτ (resp. X ) on which MCG
acts properly discontinuously.
This claim was also stated in the abstract and introduction, and the announcement [1].
However, Proposition 2.4 does not imply what we have claimed. Hence the question of what
the largest such open subsets can be remains open.
Since this claim was not used in the proof of any lemma, proposition or theorem in the paper,
this error does not affect the validity of the results in the paper stated in the lemmas, propositions
and theorems.
The authors would like to thank Yair Minsky and Bill Goldman for drawing their attention to
the error.
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